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human spirit; it is even the highest principle of the human spirit, because it testifies to the existence and presence of a law which is the expression of a supremely high and holy nature. There is no principle to which religion is more bound to conform and yield satisfaction, yet pantheism contradicts its most sacred and certain convictions, and directly tends to eradicate and destroy it
Yes, pantheism is riot only an inadequate religion, but it strikes at the very roots of morality, and strives to set aside its fundamental postulates. Man feels himself a free agent and responsible for his conduct He recognises an order or law which impresses him as sacred, and he has a conviction that he can either bring his life into harmony with it or war against it. He acknowledges obligations and rights; he experiences the joys of an approving conscience, and the bitterness of remorse. The pantheist is a man, and these convictions and feelings are known to him as well as to other men; and he may, as many pantheists do, try earnestly to retain them, to do justice to them, to incorporate them into his system. But the task is a hopeless one. If evil be no less necessary or divine than good, evil must be but good in another way we are not skilled in, and neither God nor man can reasonably condemn it If human personality and freedom are illusions, then must obligation, guilt and retribution be the absurdest